Leadership Institute Project Proposal

Edi ti ng Wrkbook for Learning Lab

By Neil R Wlls

Pr oposal :

| propose to create a workbook to be used in
the Learning Lab for English 097 and 098

cl asses. This wor kbook woul d explain in
each |l esson a specific grammar function
(i.e. run-ons, fragnents, commobn usage ...)
and then have exercises for the students to
do. The wor kbook would contain a md-term
and a final that would feature a passage to
edit that would have errors that would
require the students to use all the
previously learned rules to correct.

Benefits of the workbook:

1 Students would have a greater incentive
to attend | ab as these students woul d see
the tangi ble benefits to their education,
and the md-termand final would be factored
into their class grade.

2 The wor kbooks would be sold to the
students for a cost of five dollars. The
noney generated would be put into a fund and



used for the benefit of Devel opnental
Educati on.

3 Because the basic skills used in the

wor kbook woul d be taught in [ab, the English
class instructor would possibly be freed to
devote nore class tine to higher order

I nstruction.

Ti el | ne;

In the Spring senester, nmy hope would be to
devise the table of contents of the

wor kbook. I n addition, | intend to recruit
Engl i sh and Lab instructors who woul d agree
to use the workbook wth their sections of
English 097 and English 098 when it is

conpl eted. These instructors would
constitute the project's allies. The use of
t he workbook in Learning Lab will be
strictly voluntary. It is ny hope that nmany
Devel opnental English instructors and
Learning Lab Specialists will see the
benefit of the workbook and adopt it for
use. Then, hopefully, over the sumrer of
2003, | would conplete the first version of
t he workbook to be used with classes in the
Fall of 2003.

Resour ces:

No resources in terns of funding or supplies
are necessary for this project. The only
essential resource necessary to create a
prototype of the Editing Wrkbook is tine,



specifically the tine | wll need to wite
it. For this reason, the bulk of the work
to wite this workbook will be done during
the summer. | n addition, soneone will need
to edit/proofread the workbook.

Support of M ssion:

The way in which this project is in support
of the College's mssionis that it seeks to
| nprove education for Devel opnent al

students. After the workbook is in place,
research woul d be conducted to see if the
use of the workbook inproves students'
abilities to pass the present English course
and future English courses as conpared to
sections that did not use the workbook.

Steps Taken to Conplete Project:

The principal thing I have done this
senester on the project is that | have begun
to fornulate the contents of the workbook.

| ncluded with this report is a prelimnary
tabl e of contents.

Future Steps:

Over the summer, it is nmy intention to
conplete a first draft of the workbook.
Then I would like the book to be revi ewed
and edited by a few col |l eagues. Wen the
book is conpleted, I will then speak to a
nunber of English instructors and Learning



Lab instructors to see if the book may be
i npl emrented in Fall 2003.

| nstitutionalization:

| f the workbook is successful in Fall 2003,
then it is ny hope that nore Lab sections

wi || adopt the use of the book in future
senesters. Additionally, the noney that is
raised fromthe sale of the book will be put
into a fund for Devel opnental Education

Proj ects.

What | have Learned from Project:

When conposing narrative passages with
errors deliberately enbedded for students to
correct, it is nore difficult than I first

I magined to isolate the specific errors that
the I esson has just taught.

Assessnent :

At the end of the senester that the workbook
IS in use, the students who used the

wor kbook could fill out questionnaires that
ask them what they thought of the workbook.
Al so, instructors will be asked to report if
they saw i nprovenent in the witing of their
students regarding the sort of m stakes that
t he wor kbook covers. Possibly, however, the
best neasure of the books effectiveness wll
be to see if Lab attendance is better at the
end of the senmester for sections using the



wor kbook when conpared to simlar sections
not using the workbook.

*Pl ease Not e:
What follows is all prelimnary. |Included
is a Table of Contents and a sane of two
expl anation pages and an editing exercise.
This material comes fromny existing
teaching material and is neant for now only
to denonstrate what the notebook w il | o0k
| i ke. The conpl eted notebook will have nore
detai |l ed explanations and clarified

I nstructions.

Lear ni ng Lab Wbr kbook
Tabl e of Contents
Week 1:
Expl anati on: Correcting Run-ons
Edi ti ng Passage:
Week 2:
Expl anati on: Correcting Fragnents

Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 3:



Expl anati on: Correcting
Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 4.

Expl anati on: Correcting
Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 5:

Expl anati on: Correcting
Errors

Edi ti ng Passage:
Week 6:
W ap-up: Editing Passage

(Uses all skills |earned
weeks)

Week 7:

Expl anati on: Correcting
Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 8:

Expl anati on: Correcting

Edi ti ng Passage:

Sentence Errors

Basic Conma Errors

Advanced Commma

i n previous five

Verb Tenses 1

Verb Tenses 2



Week 9:

Expl anation: Correcting Usage Errors 1
Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 10:

Expl anation: Correcting Usage Errors 2
Edi ti ng Passage:

Week 11:

Expl anation: Correcting Apostrophes and
Quotation Errors

Edi ti ng Passage:
Week 12:
W ap-up: Editing Passage

(Uses all skills learned in previous five
weeks)

Week 13:
W ap-up: Editing Passage

(Uses all skills |learned during senester)

Week 5: Expl anation



Basi ¢ Comma Rul es

Use a comma with...
1 Coordinating conjunction (and, but, or,
nor, for, so, yet):

The man went to the store, for he needed to
buy groceries.

The student studied all weekend, so she
passed the test.

2 Introductory nodifiers and conjunctive
adver bs:

| want to buy you a gift; however, | have no
noney.

(You, however, have a great job.)
Therefore, you can buy ne a gift.

Socially, she fails every tinme. Personally,
| don't trust him

Tired, he stunbled to the bedroom
Irritated, he yelled at us.

3 Words or phrases in a series (W o and,
or):



The hungry, poor child sold | enonade, iced
tea, and coff ee.

Bob, Marty, and Joan are happy class is
over. He takes five classes, works at a
bakery, and collects food for the poor.

4 Intro. subordinate clauses and intro.
prep. phrases:

Bef ore he went on vacation, he made sure the
house was cl ean.

Al t hough no one paid attention, the teacher
| ectured anyway.

| nside the hot-wired car, Tom was counting
t he noney he stole.

Wt hout a second thought, she dunped her
boyfriend of four years.

5 Transitional and parenthetical
expr essi ons:

The man, | do believe, is living in that
apart nent.

He, it seens, always sleeps during the day.

W saw him for exanple, shut his shade
during the day.

On the other hand, there nay have been a
glare on the TV.



Week 6: Expl anation
Advanced Comma Rul es
Use a comma with. ..

6 Appositives (a word or phrase that
defi nes or explains a noun):

The driver, a man we never |iked, sang
| oudly and off key.

Dr. Getto, the specialist, gave his
di agnosis, tonsillitis.

7 MNonrestrictive relative clauses & ot her
nonrestrictive phrases:

M ke, who was the |ast one to | eave, forgot
to | ock the door.

The ball, which was | ost at sea, was m ssed
on our next vacati on.

No one believed his alibi, especially those
who caught him

The dinner, once it was finally served, was
bl and and col d.

8 (Quoted dial ogue (Use a new paragraph for
each new speaker):



He said, "Go away." "First, you have to
hel p ne," she said.

"There is no tine," | yelled, "for you to
pl ay around."

"I wonder," she finally asked, "why do you
care so nmuch?"

9 Present (-ing), past participle, and
absol ute phrases:

G ving her cat a bath, she found many fl eas.

Falling on to the grass, the snow soon
covered the field.

She, wal king at a quick pace, tried to get
away fromthe car.

Mar k, depressed because of an F, junped out
t he wi ndow.

Lost in his thoughts, he did not see his
girlfriend.

Havi ng spent his whole check on her, he
could not face rejection.

The di nner already burned, they ordered a
pi zza.

Their judgenent blurred by whi skey, they
deci ded to race hone.



10 Assertions, direct address,
I nterjections, and contrasts:

Yes, | |ike horror novies. Fine, I'll make
di nner. Jim where did you put ny pen? You
are holding it, Sue. Ah, that is good

news. Oh boy, this is great! The chicken,
not the salad, is green.

Week 6: Editing Passage
Commas: Use conmas and sem col ons only:

Hol ding an unbrella Sally a young nusi ci an
stepped into the rain. She wal ked qui ckly
because she did not want the guitar case
whi ch did not belong to her to get wet but
she was not in a hurry. Actually she was
nervous for she was going to an audition in
fact she would rather have strolled. The
band however was nmade up of |aid back
musi ci ans peopl e whom Sal Iy thought she'd
i ke. Nevertheless she felt anxious.

Al t hough she knew she was an excel | ent

gui tar player she always funbled during try
outs she was |i ke that when she took tests
I n school .

After she knocked on the door the drunmer

| ed her into the garage this room was where
t he band practiced. A nean-1ooking guy the
drummer whom Sally had never net before
asked her what kind of nusic she liked to
play. Sally shrugged and said "All kinds."
When the rest of the band cane into the



garage they turned on their instrunents. As
soon as they heard Sally jamall were

I npressed in fact the singer stopped singing
in the mddle of aline tolisten to Sally's
| ead guitar. After several mnutes passed
Sally realized she was pl ayi ng al one she
becane sel f-consci ous and stopped pl ayi ng.

She said "What's w ong?"

"Not hi ng" the drummer told her. "Sally
you're great!”

Happily Sally now confortable with her new
friends played nusic for hours. \Wen she

| eft many hours later the streets were dark
but the rain had stopped. No |onger caring
I f the guitar case got wet she splashed in
every puddl e she passed.



